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IIILEY 5A(ER

'I'[e corners of Loretta's mouth t\\'itch into a smile that might be sin-

cere or might erist solelv to mask her annoyauce. "lt's totally fi'ne," she

says. "l'm just thrilled you're linalli, here."

She pulls me into a fialf hug, finishing with air-kisses to both cheeks.

An act that surprisecl me the first time she dici it. I'd ahvays thought that

rvas a Holly\vood clich6. And may-be it is. Maybe Loretta Zeverin herself

is the cliche, acting the role of high-poit ered producer because she thinks

it'11help her further climb the ladder.

Fake it till you make it.

Something I have yet to master'

Right now, I actively avoid looking at the people nrho've clocked the

black sedan u,ith tinted windows that brought me here and are gathering

acfoss the srreet from the dock. Clearly, wrlrd has gotten out that Holly-

lr.ood has come to tou,'n. They chrtch their phones/ eager to snap a pic-

ture of a movie star.

Out of the corner of my eye, I see one woman start to raise her

phone. She stops halfrvay, a strange 19ok on her face that I assume is dis-

appointment because I'm not someone famous.

Yet she contiuues to watch.

Long enough that I feel compelled to face her full-on'

She's pretty, in an unassuming way. Twenties, slight build, brown

hair pulled back in a ponytail. Her most striking feature is her eyes'

Large and round, they remain fi,xed on me in a way that no longer regis-

ters as disappointment.

It's etn,y.

Maybe she also harbors dreams of being in the movies. I suspect I

looked just like her a few days ago, when I stopped near the stage door

of a Broadrtay theater on my way to work, angling for a glimpse of the

blockbuster actress starring in a play I can't affbrd to see. On her wa1'

into the theater, the actress locked eyes with me, smiled, gave me a little

wa1re.

I do the samc thing nor,t, trying it or-r for size. My {inger-waggle at the

girl,across the street feels forc'

rirtd-wave, I turn back to the r

"Ronan and the others har-,

tells me as we collect mybagp

We're all so excited."

That's another thing I've

They're always so excitedl Ab
"Me, tool" I exclaim, feigr

and slightly carsick from the I
And nervous.

So nervous it makes my k

boat. Weighed down by anxi

dock, trying in vain to keep t
feel like a child heading to her

I make friendsT Will I bebn{
school but a movie t'hat's abot

"Everything okay?" Lorettr

"Just great'!" I say, the r,r-or<

quiet. There's not another boa

as glass. The rest of the d'ock I
boat. He's a clich6 in his orvn r
ing, Weathered face, gray bea

water giving him a perpetual :

"l'm Pete," he says while ta]

ing it into trhe boat. "Welcome

"I'm Marin," I say. "Sorn- a

Pete sniffs. "Don't you \*-or

way to get the earlier cre\t' or.

another one ofthem actresses,

"Yes," I say, and for the fus

I am an actress.

Who, as of three days ago. ,r
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RILEY SAGER

1,11 likely have to return to six weeks ftom nou,, once {ilming lvraps. How

this all came to pass remains a blur in my anxiety-riddled, sleep-deprived

memory. It happened so fast that it still feels like a fever dream'

Exactly one lveek ago, my agent, Veronica, sent me a casting notice

lbr a movie that called for a wornan in her late tu'enties lt'ith a "period

1ook." Director-speak fbr a specific type: not rrgly, but not conventionally

beautilul, either.

Someo0e plain is what they were looking for. Lucky for me, I fit the

bi11,

still, I couldn't help but think it rvas all some kind of mistake.

,,you r,r,ant me to audition fbr a tnouie?" 1 said u,'hen I called veronica

on my break.

"It'11 be good experience fbr you," she said, indicating that even she

h$d no illusions I could actually book the part'
,,This is, like, some indie thing, rightT No budget. shot on an iPhone."

,,It,s a studio picture, actually. The budget is on the low side, but then

again, what isn't these daysT But a theatrical release is planned. None of

this straight-to-streamiug bullshit."

'What klnd of movie is it7"

"Horror," Veronica said, quickly adding, "Eleuated horror. Whatever

that means. I assume it's respectable since Ronan Peters is directing and

Violet Wright has agreed to star."

I gulped down my shock. 7he Ronan Peters directing the Ytolel

WrightT In a horror movie, no 1ess7 An unexpc'cted pairing like that

u.orrld de{initely get people talking. This rvas indeed a real movie. A po-

tentially huge one.

" Why do tfuey \,t'ant to see me7" I asked, knolvi,g that there were lit-

erally a million actresses who would sell their souls to work with Ronan

Peter"- and Violet Wright. And ninety-nine percent of them had more

erperience than I did.

'They're lt'illing to see anyone," \'eronica said.

Ouch.

Til:

"I-was told it's a casting emel

ouiileaving them in the lurch t
My heart did a backflip in r
"Yes," Vefonica said. "The-vi

Again, ouch.

"Because of the. . . situat:

known."

That definitely describes me

to high school together or the-v

plays I've done off-off-Broadro'a'

I appeared in a commercial ft

bridesmaid shoved to the back,

vere rash on my arm.

With those illustrious credi

in a movie. I've never even rear

was certain I wouldn't book tt
film had me spinning like a Disr

foom.

Because the role's descripti

ego, I opted to lean into it. Nli
sttaight. Shapeless tan dress th
House onthe Prairie or someoff

apparently a good thing. Wher

director perked up in her foldi

have here?"

"Marin Keafle," I said, peel

harrded it to the casting directr

of a camcorder mounted on a t

"l don't know what role ['r

sides,so..."
I let the sentence trail off i

had no business being there.
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RILEY 5AGER

"Is this your {irst audition fbr a film?"

The question came fiom a man quietly seated behind the camcorder.

I'd been so laser focused on the casting director that I hadn't noticecl

[im. But nolv that he had my attention, I realized the man wasn't just

some random assistant.

It was Ronan Peters.

The Ronan Peters.

His first {rtm, a lolv-budget thriller called Nlerqt, \A,as an indie success

that got raves at Sundance and earned him an Oscar nomination for Best

Director. His second movie, an adaptation of the Broadu,'ay play Shred of

Dottbt, u,as a slicker affair that evoked the mid-century rvork of Alfred

Hitchcock. An apt comparison, because, like Hitchcock, Ronan had be-

come a celebrity in his own right, recognizable to anyone who paid even

the slightest attention to movies. He appeared on talk shols, graced the

covers of magazines/ even cameoed irr a Super Bowl commercial for Uber

Eats.

It helped, of course, that he was EJorgeous. One of those rare directors

rnore handsome than most movie stars. James Dean hair, Monty Clift

smi1e, elres a cool Paul Newtnan blue that he pretended to downpla-v by

lvearing glasses with thick black frames. Like always, he was dressed in

his standard uniform ofkhakis, crisp rvhite oxford shirt, and neckerchief

the same color as his eyes. A pretentious look, to be sure, but on him, it

rvorked.

As did his style of directing, which involved totally immersing his

actors in the wc,rld of the morrie they were making. "Method directing,"

he called it. And while one or two actors had complained about the in-

tensity of a Ronan Peters shoot, even they conceded that their perfor-

mances were better because of it.

"Yes," I said, surprised I could summon even a sir-rgle word in his

presence.

"You're ner\reus."

I

Even though it was a stater

aniivering with a nod. No point

"Don't be," Ronan said. "Tht

eliminate the potential for scri

want anyone knowing any detai

veal them."

"Is that why you're looking I

Ronan arched a brow, seemi

"It's one reason, yes, Anottr,

pectations. Audiences see ther
character they're playing, if thel

happily ever after. With this rol

one new. A discovery."

He smiled then. A warm, pe

chest,

"I'm sure you've heard ttrat

said. "So don't even think of thi

a conversation. Just you and mr

sound good to you, MarinT"

"It does," I said, altlough I
skin. That's one of the reasons l

could be someone other dran r

while.

Still, Ronan looked at me

woman. Leaning forward, he

"Where did you grow up?'
"Pennsylvania."

"What was your childhood

point of soothing. Within secorl

comfortable enough to provide

"Lonely."
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